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Please visit us @www.garychamber.com and catch a lifeline... 

    The Gary Chamber of Commerce will hold its monthly General Membership Luncheon Monday, February   
12, 2018, 12:00 Noon at The Gary SouthShore RailCats Administration Building, 2nd Floor, One Stadium 
Plaza, Gary. Join the Chamber as we welcome Mr. Joe Hamrock, President & CEO of NiSource, the parent 
company of NIPSCO as our guest speaker. 

    Mr. Hamrock will discuss NiSource and NIPSCO’s Inclusion and Diversity programs and commitments.  

    Bring your business Cards and join us at 11:30 a.m. to network. The luncheon cost is $20.00 per person  
            in advance, $22 at the door. Call the Chamber at (219) 885-7407 to reserve your seat(s) today.   
                    Avoid the lines and pay in advance. We accept most major credit and debit cards.    

Catch a lifeline...Join the Gary Chamber!  

NISOURCE PRESIDENT & CEO 
JOE HAMROCK 

FEBRUARY LUNCHEON SPEAKER 

Thank you to our Luncheon Sponsor 
Meridian Title Corporation 

Lifeline 

“Connecting Businesses to Custom-

Joe Hamrock                      

 Top: The Chambers’ first general membership luncheon of 2018 was 

held on Monday, January 8th at The Diamond Center in Gary. The 

Honorable Karen Freeman-Wilson was the guest speaker for the 

“Fireside Chat” moderated by Chamber Executive Director Chuck 

Hughes. 
 

Below: New members in attendance (l-r) Laura Lovell, NorthShore 

Health Center; Marcus Douglas, Liberty Tax Service; Olivia Sanders, 

Metro Recycling Service pictured with luncheon sponsor Meridian Title 

Corporation. 

 

 

 

January Luncheon Sponsors: (l to R) Palmer Myers  

and Cindy Finley. www.meridiantitle.com  

“TAX TIME” 

 

It’s that time of year, 
and before you know 
it the April 17 dead-
line will be upon us.  

The Chamber recom-
mends two excep-
tional Chamber 
members to help 
with your tax filing 
needs: Marcus Doug-
las, Liberty Tax Ser-
vice, 1285 Broad-
way, Gary, (219) 
979-6541 and H&R 
Block, various loca-
tions in the Gary and 
Merrillville area, 
main office (219) 
887-4023. 

Call today to get 
your taxes done by 
reliable tax experts. 

SAVE-THE-DATE 

World Civility Day on April 12, will 

start a kickoff lunch and workshops  

at the Indiana Welcome Center, Ham-

mond, IN  

An evening dinner at the Avalon 

Manor in Merrillville, will include 

entertainment, featured speakers and 

awards.  

Call 219.885.7407 for information. 



 

 

 February 12 GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING/LUNCHEON   12:00 Noon / Networking - 11:30 a.m.       
 February 19 PRESIDENTS DAY—OFFICE CLOSED 
   February 20 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING    11:30 a.m.  
                February 21 Economic/Business Development Committee Meeting     9:00 a.m. 
                February 22 Board of Directors Meeting       8:30 a.m. 
   February 23 Education Committee Meeting     11:30 a.m.   
   February 27 Public Policy Committee Meeting       9:30 a.m. 
  

Member Activities:           
● Lake County Commissioners are seeking to identify minority business enterprises and woman owned businesses (MBE or 
WBE) located in Lake County Indiana who can provide products and services that are purchased by Lake County. Interested busi-
nesses must submit a letter expressing their interest along with the documentation of their MBE or WBE status to Commissioner 
Kyle Allen, Sr., 2293 N. Main St., Crown Point, IN 46307.  You must identify the type of services or products that you provide.  
 

● McShane’s Computers & Networking wants to know where will your main focus on IT spending be in 2018? Take a 2-3 
minute survey to see how you compare. In return for taking part, they will send you a copy of the resulting research report and 
you'll go into the draw to win $2000. Call McShane’s 800.837.1400, ext. 334 for survey information.   
 

● Metro Recycling has launched a scrap vehicle pick-up service for owners who are ready to get rid of a junk car. You now have 
the option of either bringing in your vehicle or have them pick-it up. Metro will pay consumers for junk cars. Call 1-855-97-
SCRAP or visit www.mycarisjunk.com to arrange a pick-up. Towing services available in Northwest Indiana (see attachment).  
 

● The Methodist Hospitals announces new staff member Jim Renneker as new Vice President and Chief Nursing Officer. Jim 
is an accomplished nurse executive with over 35 years of experience & leadership in his medical field. 
 

● February 15, 2018—ECIER Foundation presents Red Carpet Movie Premier “Black Panther”  (see attachment). 
 

● February 23, 2018 – Mayor Karen Freeman-Wilson will deliver the State of the City Address, Genesis Convention Cen-
ter, 11:30 a.m. (CST). For ticket information call 219-881-1314 or via email: cityofgaryeventsrsvp@ci.gary.in.us by February 16th.  
 

● February 24, 2018 – “Live Strong” Women & Girls Summit presented by: Gary Commission for Women, I AM THEM. 
Women on The Move and Seed To The Nations. Giving awareness to Domestic Violence and Teen Dating Violence. 8am to 2:30 
pm, The Center, 1845 W. 37th Ave., Gary. For information contact: Dara Smith, dasmith@ci.gary.in.us  (see attachment).  
 

SAVE-THE-DATES 

►March 10, 2018 – Celebrating Health Hearts Scholarship & Awards Luncheon, 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Genesis Con-
vention Center, Gary.  For ticket and sponsorship information call: Rose Green Thomas, 219-616-3912.  

►March 13, 2018—Free networking “Breakfast With SCORE”, 7am, The Diamond Center. Call for details, 219.885-7407. 

►March 22, 2018—Urban League of Northwest Indiana hosts Diversity Luncheon, Avalon Manor, 3550 E. U.S. Highway 
30, Merrillville. Sponsorships & tickets available (see attachment). 

 

What’s Up Chuck? - February—Black History Month  

 

GARY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE - UP COMING ACTIVITIES  - Mark Your Calendar!   

EBD Committee  
WELCOME 

 

Left: The Economic/Business 
Development Committee of the 
Chamber welcomes Paul Dawn-
ing of Paul Dawning State 
Farm Insurance Co . as a new 
committee member.  

Paul has been a long standing 
member of the Chamber but  
decided 2018 would be the year 
to share his knowledge and ex-
pertise with this committee.   

For all your insurance needs, 
you can contact Paul at 5100 
Cleveland St., Gary, 
219.884.6947.  

The committee also welcomes 
new member Olivia Sanders of Metro Recycling 1501 
E. Main St., Griffith. 219-922-1830 (see attachment).  

   In observance of Black History Month let us salute all 

African Americans who have contributed to the success of 

our country. Let us also be reminded 

that during this month of the year it 

takes the combined efforts of all citi-

zens to make this country the best 

that it can be. Community Civility 

Counts.  

 

January 21-27, 2018  
National School Choice Week 

 

The Chambers’ Public Policy Com-

mittee through the Community Civili-

ty Counts initiative, celebrated  

National School 

Choice Week.  

Pictured: (L-R) Jakar Gordon,  

Jaivon Gordon, Joshua Toggles 

and Javier Cardona. 

ion at 8329 Wicker Avenue, in St. John, IN, 219-558-0748.   

Chicagoland Popcorn with its 250 popcorn flavors to choose from 

flagship store is located at 5470 E. Lincoln Highway in Merrillville, 

(219) 940-114 or visit info@chicagolandpopcorn.com  

  Dwayne Walker and staff of Chicagoland Popcorn  

is celebrating the grand opening of another locat- 

http://www.mycarisjunk.com
mailto:cityofgaryeventsrsvp@ci.gary.in.us
mailto:dasmith@ci.gary.in.us














CHN's Open House Mix & Mingle 

with Dr. Janet Seabrook 






