G Volume 15, Issue 1—2

Chamber Llfellne January -February 2018

f “CONNECTING BUSINESSES TO CUSTOM-

Commerce Please visit us @www.garychamber.com and catch a lifeline...

NISOURCE PRESIDENT & CEO
JOE HAMROCK
FEBRUARY LUNCHEON SPEAKER

The Gary Chamber of Commerce will hold its monthly General Membership Luncheon Monday, February
12,2018, 12:00 Noon at The Gary SouthShore RailCats Administration Building, 2nd Floor, One Stadium
Plaza, Gary. Join the Chamber as we welcome Mr. Joe Hamrock, President & CEO of NiSource, the parent
company of NIPSCO as our guest speaker.

Mr. Hamrock will discuss NiSource and NIPSCO’s Inclusion and Diversity programs and commitments.

Bring your business Cards and join us at 11:30 a.m. to network. The luncheon cost is $20.00 per person
in advance, $22 at the door. Call the Chamber at (219) 885-7407 to reserve your seat(s) today.
Avoid the lines and pay in advance. We accept most major credit and debit cards.

Catch a lifeline...Join the Gary Chamber!

Joe Hamrock

Thank you to our Luncheon Sponsor
Meridian Title Corporation

“TAX TIME”

It’s that time of year,
and before you know
it the April 17 dead-
line will be upon us.

The Chamber recom-
mends two excep-
tional Chamber
members to help
with your tax filing
needs: Marcus Doug-
las, Liberty Tax Ser-
vice, 1285 Broad-
way, Gary, (219)
979-6541 and H&R
Block, various loca-
tions in the Gary and
Merrillville area,
main office (219)
887-4023.

L)

~ PORATION
Insurance

” Services
wide

Call today to get
your taxes done by
reliable tax experts.

g January Luncheon Sponsors: (I to R) Palmer Myers
and Cindy Finley. www.meridiantitle.com
7.1574

SAVE-THE-DATE

‘J\VI [ / World Civility Day on April 12, will
\\, 2 / start a kickoff lunch and workshops

ntitle.com

Top: The Chambers’ first general membership luncheon of 2018 was
held on Monday, January 8th at The Diamond Center in Gary. The
Honorable Karen Freeman-Wilson was the guest speaker for the
“Fireside Chat” moderated by Chamber Executive Director Chuck
Hughes.

at the Indiana Welcome Center, Ham-
mond, IN

An evening dinner at the Avalon
Manor in Merrillville, will include
entertainment, featured speakers and

COMMUNITY CIVILITY COUNTS
facek ints

Below: New members in attendance (I-r) Laura Lovell, NorthShore :
Health Center; Marcus Douglas, Liberty Tax Service; Olivia Sanders, 4 12 18 awards.
Metro Recycling Service pictured with luncheon sponsor Meridian Title

8 Call 219.885.7407 for information.
Corporation.



What’s Up Chuck? - February—Black History Month

EBD Committee
WELCOME

Left: The Economic/Business
Development Committee of the
Chamber welcomes Paul Dawn-
ing of Paul Dawning State
Farm Insurance Co. as a new
committee member.

In observance of Black History Month let us salute all
African Americans who have contributed to the success of
our country. Let us also be reminded
that during this month of the year it
takes the combined efforts of all citi-
zens to make this country the best
that it can be. Community Civility

Counts. n U

Paul has been a long standing
member of the Chamber but
decided 2018 would be the year
to share his knowledge and ex-
January 21-27, 2018 pertise with this committee.

National School Choice Week

For all your insurance needs,
you can contact Paul at 5100
Cleveland St., Gary,

Ic“s E! AN“A The Chambers’ Public Policy Com-
NATIONAL SCHOOL

CHOICE WEEK mittee through the Community Civili- 219.884.6947.
ty Counts initiative, celebrated Th ttee al 1
) e committee also welcomes
) Nat{onal School new member Olivia Sanders of Metro Recycling 1501
o Choice Week. E. Main St., Griffith. 219-922-1830 (see attachment).
| Pictured: (L-R) Jakar Gordon,
- Jaivon Gordon, Joshua Toggles

Dwayne Walker and staff of Chicagoland Popcorn
is celebrating the grand opening of another locat-

ation options! & and Javier Cardona.

Colebrating effective eGu<

=%

NATIONAL
4 School

5

ion at 8329 Wicker Avenue, in St. John, IN, 219-558-0748.

= Chicagoland Popcorn with its 250 popcorn flavors to choose from
flagship store is located at 5470 E. Lincoln Highway in Merrillville,
(219) 940-114 or visit info@chicagolandpopcorn.com

'OVER 250 FLAVORS

GARY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE - UP COMING ACTIVITIES - Mark Your Calendar!

February 12 GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING/LUNCHEON  12:00 Noon / Networking - 11:30 a.m.

February 19 PRESIDENTS DAY—OFFICE CLOSED

February 20 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 11:30 a.m.
February 21 Economic/Business Development Committee Meeting 9:00 a.m.
February 22 Board of Directors Meeting 8:30 a.m.
February 23 Education Committee Meeting 11:30 a.m.
February 27 Public Policy Committee Meeting 9:30 a.m.

Member Activities:

e Lake County Commissioners are seeking to identify minority business enterprises and woman owned businesses (MBE or
WBE) located in Lake County Indiana who can provide products and services that are purchased by Lake County. Interested busi-
nesses must submit a letter expressing their interest along with the documentation of their MBE or WBE status to Commissioner
Kyle Allen, Sr., 2293 N. Main St., Crown Point, IN 46307. You must identify the type of services or products that you provide.

e McShane’s Computers & Networking wants to know where will your main focus on IT spending be in 2018? Take a 2-3
minute survey to see how you compare. In return for taking part, they will send you a copy of the resulting research report and
you'll go into the draw to win $2000. Call McShane’s 800.837.1400, ext. 334 for survey information.

e Metro Recycling has launched a scrap vehicle pick-up service for owners who are ready to get rid of a junk car. You now have
the option of either bringing in your vehicle or have them pick-it up. Metro will pay consumers for junk cars. Call 1-855-97-
SCRAP or visit www.mycarisjunk.com to arrange a pick-up. Towing services available in Northwest Indiana (see attachment).

e The Methodist Hospitals announces new staff member Jim Renneker as new Vice President and Chief Nursing Officer. Jim
is an accomplished nurse executive with over 35 years of experience & leadership in his medical field.

e February 15, 2018—ECIER Foundation presents Red Carpet Movie Premier “Black Panther” (see attachment).

e February 23, 2018 — Mayor Karen Freeman-Wilson will deliver the State of the City Address, Genesis Convention Cen-

ter, 11:30 a.m. (CST). For ticket information call 219-881-1314 or via email: cityofgaryeventsrsvp@ci.gary.in.us by February 16th.

e February 24, 2018 — “Live Strong” Women & Girls Summit presented by: Gary Commission for Women, I AM THEM.

Women on The Move and Seed To The Nations. Giving awareness to Domestic Violence and Teen Dating Violence. 8am to 2:30

pm, The Center, 1845 W. 37th Ave., Gary. For information contact: Dara Smith, dasmith@ci.gary.in.us (see attachment).
SAVE-THE-DATES

» March 10, 2018 — Celebrating Health Hearts Scholarship & Awards Luncheon, 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Genesis Con-

vention Center, Gary. For ticket and sponsorship information call: Rose Green Thomas, 219-616-3912.

» March 13, 2018—Free networking “Breakfast With SCORE”, 7am, The Diamond Center. Call for details, 219.885-7407.

P March 22, 2018—Urban League of Northwest Indiana hosts Diversity Luncheon, Avalon Manor, 3550 E. U.S. Highway
30, Merrillville. Sponsorships & tickets available (see attachment).



http://www.mycarisjunk.com
mailto:cityofgaryeventsrsvp@ci.gary.in.us
mailto:dasmith@ci.gary.in.us

zMet
@sMetro
- 5, RECYCLING

FOR RELEASE on 2/1/18 Contact: Olivia Sanders

Phone: 219-922-1830

Email: Olivia.Sanders@wheredolrecycle.com

Local Consumers Can Call to Scrap a Car
Metro Recycling offers new pick-up service

[Griffith, Indiana, February 1, 2018—] Metro Recycling has
launched a serap vehicle pick-up serviee for owners who are ready to get

rid of a junk car, announced CEO Neil Samahon today.

This new customer service provides the opportunity for consumers to
remove unwanted vehicles without the hassle and safety risks of

transporting a vehicle to recyceling facilities, he said.

Metro Recyeling i1s building on a long history of serving local communities with recyeling needs. Samahon
explained, “Customers frequenting our yards in their efforts to recycle have repeatedly asked us to provide
towing services when it came time to part with a junk vehicle. With so many requests, Metro Recyeling felt it
was beneficial to give our customers the option of either bringing their vehicle to one of our facilities or giving

them the convenient option of us picking up the vehicle for them.”

Metro pays consumers for junk cars. To use the service, a customer can visit mycarisjunk.com and receive a

quote, or call 1-855-97-SCRAP to arrange a pick-up.

Junk car towing service is available throughout Lake and Porter Counties in Indiana. In addition, it's available

to residents of Wheatfield, Demotte, Hanna, Wanatah, Westville, LaCrosse. and Hamlet.

More Info
For further information or to arrange a tow, visit mycarisjunk.com or call 1-855-97-SCRAP.
H#EH

About Metro Recycling

Metro Recyeling is a family-owned business founded in 1988, with recycling yards in Valparaiso and Gniffith,
Indiana as well as Blue Island, Hlinois. Its sister company, Metro Auto Recyelers, launched in 1998, with yards in
Valparaiso and Indianapolis, Indiana. Metro takes pride in its commitment to the community and to sustaining the
environment by helping to protect diminishing resources. For more information, visit www.wheredoirecyele.com

and www.metroautorec ye lers.com
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SPECIAL GIFTS FOR

BEST DRESSED WOMAN

BEST DRESSED MAN

BEST DRESSED COUPLE

Brack PANTHER MOVIE CHARACTER ATTIRE

ATTENDANCE 18 YEARS AND OLDER

PROCEEDS FOR THE PREMIERE BENEFIT
ECIER FounbaTion
A 501c3 NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION
EmMPowERING STUDENTS IN NoRTHWEST INDIANA




A
GEQ FOUNDATION

WHERE ALL ROADS LEAD TO COLLEGE
Gary School That Defies All Odds Gets Renewed Charter

January 18, 2018
Dear Friends:

Ball State University has approved a new charter contract for 21st
Century Charter School in Gary, Indiana. In doing so, the school will
continue to defy all odds and show the nation that it can and should
expect more from students in K12 public schools.

Last year, 21st Century Charter School in Gary, Indiana became the first
high school to graduate a student (Raven Osbome pictured with U_S.
Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos) who eamed her bachelor degree
while in high school and before earning her high school diploma. Raven
did so free of charge to her and is now fully employed with retirement
and health and dental benefits—-and she is debt free (no college debtt).

This is no small feat and even more surprising that the first student to do this in Indiana's history is from
Gary, Indiana, not the more affluent neighborhoods of Zionsville, Carmel, Fishers and others in the state.

At GEO, we are fiercely focused on beating poverty and to do that, we must go beyond the talk of closing
the achievement gap and actually exceed the achievement of most others in the state. Last year, we had
43 graduates and six of these students eamned their Associate Degree and Raven eamed her Bachelor
degree. Our 2017 graduates eamed an average of 17 college credits while in our high school. Pretty
impressivel

Raven was inspired by our first Associate Degree student, Vincent
Pena. And today, Raven has inspired another generation of students.
Erin Lewis (pictured to the right) is a freshman who completed 15
college credit hours in her first semester of high school. How many
freshmen anywhere in the country have done that? According to Erin's
professors, she is among the top students in her classes. Erin aspires to
earn her bachelor degree while in our high school, too. Rest assured,
we will do everything we can to help Erin achieve her goals.

We are forever grateful to Ball State for the chance to go beyond a
traditional school and to break the mold and help students achieve much
more than traditional students, and experienced school leaders, believe
possible.

At GEO, we believe students are capable of doing so much more than
we allow them to do in traditional schools. And our students are proving
us right every day.

We look forward to continuing to serve the great families and community of Gary, Indianal

Sincerely,

Kevin Teasley
President

GEO Foundation
317-694-9985
Twitter: @teasleygeo



FREE I

LIVE STRONG

P - WOMEN &GIRLS
3 SUMMIT ..

THEM.

Presented by: Gary Commission for Women, | AM THEM,
Women On The Move and Seed To The Nations

/777, Keynote Speaker: Shawnie Jones

Event Purpose: To give awareness of

Domestic Violence and Teen Dating Violence
Event to include:
e Special Guest Dance Performance
e Fashion Show- Women Owned Businesses
e Break out Sessions and Much More Regisrer at:

LITRRRRRRERRRERY ..o i
registertoday.eventbrite.com

DATE: SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2018
TIME: 8:00 A.M. - 2:30 P.M.
LOCATION: THE CENTER

1845 W. 37TH AVE. , GARY, IN 46408
Questions Contact: Dara Smith @ 817.262.042 or

dasmith@ci.gary.in.us




URBAN LEAGUE
OF NORTHWEST INDIANA, INC.

An Affiliate of the National Urban League

United
Wa

January 8%, 2018

Dear Urban League Supporter,

As President and CEOQ of the Urban League of Northwest Indiana, I am pleased to announce and
mvite you to our 6= Annual Diversity & Inclusion Awards Luncheon scheduled on Thursday. March
22,2018 at 11:30 am at the Avalon Manor 1n Hobart. Indiana. Joining me 1n this invitation 1s Angie
Nelson Deuwtch, 2018 Chair of the Board of Directors, and NIPSCO, Project Manager — Gas
Maintenance and Transmission.

This annual event recogmzes contributions from businesses, not-for-profits and civic orgamizations,
and educational institutions that enhance our quality of life by encouraging, embracing and
promoting cultural diversity and economuc opportunity & mnclusion throughout Northwest Indiana.
Last yvear over 500 attendees joined the Urban League of NWI in recognizing and honoring
individuals and organizations that make our Region a better place in which to live, work, and
recreate.

This event, we believe, promotes inclusion and collaboration and provides recognition for “Stellar
Performance 1n Practicing Diversity” and we strongly encourage NWI orgamizations to showcase
their efforts in behalf of diversity and inclusion.

As the Urban League’s efforts to honor and celebrate diversity and inclusion expand, we are
excited to again announce our two new award categories — The Youth Award and the Lifetime
Achievement Award. We hope that vou will not only join us as a sponsor, supporter and attendee
but vou will also submit an application for your organization to be recognized and celebrated for
1ts programs, policies. and results.

A Nomination Application can be located on the Urban League website at www.ulofnwi.org.
During the event, recognition will be focused upon a number of organizations in all or one of the
following areas:

+  Community Impact Award — Award will be presented to an organization that actively
creates, initiatives, engages diverse citizens and develops opportunities for inclusion.

+ Leadership Award — Award will be presented to an organization that influences diversity
and inclusion on a national and/or global level and the influence highlights the Northwest
Indiana region.

*  Workforce Diversity Award — Award will be presented to an organization that implements
inmowvative strategies to attract, select, promote and maintain employees from
underrepresented populations.

* Moving the Needle Award — Nominees with exceptional effort m all above four categories

*  Youth Award — This award will be presented to an ergamization or group which mnvolves
and engages the youth 1n activities that promotes diversity and inclusion

+ Lifetime Achievement Award — Award will be presented to one mdividual or orgamzation
for outstanding vision, dedication and lifelong commitment to advance diversity and
mnclusion.

A

Lake Area United Way

3101 Broadway
Gary, Indiana 46409

P(219)887-9621
F(219)884-4519

Dr. Vanessa Allen McCloud

President/CEQ

Website
www.ulofnwi.org
Email

infi@ ulofuwi.org

Empowenng Communities
Changing Lives

Executive Committee
Anpela Nelson-Deuitch.
Charpersen

NIPSOO

Chancelior Thomas L. Eson
Vice-Chair, Infernal Affairs
Purdue Universigy Northeess
Eristira Bailey

Treasurer

First Midwen Bank

Eiki Encamacion
Serretary

Horseshee Casing

Board of Directors
Fobert Bugss
Retired Educaror

Yolanda Davis

Horizon Bank

Denize Dillard

The Methadist Hogpitals

Chief David A Dowling
Schererviile. IN Police Department
President B Louie Gonzalez

Ry Tech Communiry College
Chameelior William Lowe:

Indiana University Northwesr

Byron Martin
Faiparaizo University

LaFue Martin, Jr.
Unised Parcel Service

Fr. Thomas Mischler
Cathalic Archdiocess af Gary, IN

Theresa Mudd
First Merchanes Bank

FRandy Palmatesr
NWI Building & Conztruction Trades

Guiliermia Parez
Amariztar Casing

Art Bussell
Centier Bank

Michael Suggs
NIFSCO

Db Waisnora
Koilman, duzrgen & Sinai, P.C.

Fainey Bly
Lishthowre dcademier

Mayor Earen Freeman Wilson
City of Gary, IV

LIVE UNITED

Limined Way of Parter County




Page 2

We hope you will consider a sponsorship of your choice. Sponsorship commitment forms can be
faxed to our office at: (219) 887-0020 or emailed to Stella Simpson at ssimpson@ulofnwi.org

Again, we invite you to nominate your organization, youth group, or an individual for one of our
Diversity & Inclusion awards. The application process 1s outlined on our website at
www ulofowi org. The deadline for all applications is Friday. February 16, 2018, at 12 noon.

Sincerely,
Dr. Vanessa Allen McCloud, Angie Nelson Deuitch
President and CEO Boowrd Chair

CHN's Open House Mix & Mingle
with Dr. Janet Seabrook

3§ 24 Open House Mix & Mingle

| Friday, February 23, 2018 5PM - 8PM
1021 West 5™ Avenue

Art Jazz Web

featuring featuring featuring

Hazel Kimble Garrett Cope’s The Launch of the
Karina Mitchell Jazz Ensemble DrJanetSeabrook.com
Jerome Lynch & Social Media Sites

Photography  syeet reats by I's Shakes & Cakes

for more info: 219.484.2444
58 in(o QF e
www.chn-indiana.org @ in)(?) (&)
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Hiring Great People
Is Our Top Priority

4

We are -

e NOW

: o HIRING!

Named one of the best places to
work in Indiana* and recognized
as a top 200 performing bank in

the nation**

Credit Analyst

Part-Time Teller
Be a part of “You First Banking”

where... everything starts Mortgage Loan
with you! Originator

Visit “Careers” to apply:
www.ibankpeoples.com/ Roples B M
about/careers ;
you first banking
ibankpeoples.com e 219.836.4400




